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Project at Kadarko Community funded by
The States of Guernsey.

Hello and
Welcome...
...to our Spring 2019 TASTE
newsletter. We aim to update
you several times a year with
our latest news and updates
on our projects.

The rural water projects that
TASTE deliver are in line with
the UNICEF Water Sanitation
and Hygiene (WASH)
Programme.
The WASH programme has
inspired interest throughout
the world. Fundamental to our
approach to projects is our
Christian ethos and values and our
desire to show the love of Christ
to needy communities across
Nigeria.

WHAT IS TASTE ABOUT?
TASTE is passionate about providing clean
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) to
rural Nigerian communities.
The WASH Programme is totally
driven by the community in their
aim to increase personal hygiene
among community members.
The commitment of community
members and their leaders to
have access to clean drinking
water is an indicator of their
desire to maintain good sanitation
and hygiene. This is vital for
good health in a country where
healthcare provision is poor and
so much reliance is placed on
prevention.

TASTE is committed to ensuring
good access to water, sanitation
and hygiene services in
communities across Nigeria.
Our big challenge is to ensure
access to WASH for everyone,
everywhere in Nigeria by the year
2030.
That is why we are calling for...

BAKIN KANDE
Bakin Kande in Quan-Pan Local Government
Area (LGA) is one among many communities
that has recently benefited from our
projects.
The main source of water for the community is a
river which involved women and children having to
make a long and arduous trip every day to collect
water.
The river is shared with animals.
Although there are existing wells in the community
these dry up during the dry season when water
demand is at its peak. Bakin Kande was selected as
the optimal location for the project to ensure easy
access to water for the adjoining villages.
This project as with all our projects was a shared
responsibility between TASTE and Bakin Kande
community. TASTE provided the funding, the
equipment and expertise needed for the success
of the project. The community took responsibility
for providing the land and unskilled manual labour.
The community also took ownership of the project
appointing a 7 member Water and Sanitation
Committee (WASHCOM). The WASHCOM was given
responsibility for the management and maintenance
of the facilities to ensure its sustainability.
Doris Samuel, TASTE Sanitation Officer, worked
closely with the leadership of the community to
provide training on water, sanitation and
hygiene (WASH).

THE LATRINE AT
BAKIN KANDE
The project which cost
£4,000 to complete was
fully funded by Harry
Inman Charitable Trust.

A Thanksgiving Service was held to praise God for
safety of all during the project and for its successful
completion. There was then a formal handover of
the project to the community.
The community and the neighbouring villages now
have access to 10,000 litres of clean water daily.
The provision of 2 new twin latrine blocks (1 pair for
men and the other pair for women) has significantly
improved the sanitation and hygiene provision in
the community.
The Community Leaders in their letter of gratitude
for the project wrote:

are we better than other communities
that still need this essential and basic
necessity of life (water)?...”
“What have we done to deserve these?”

ANOTHER COMMUNITY SUPPORTED BY

HARRY INMAN CHARITABLE TRUST
Khipiya a small community of about 250
households has lacked access to safe
sustainable water supply for generations.
Hope of finally having access to clean drinking
water was raised when the state government
funded a project to drill a borehole in the
community. This hope was short-lived as the
borehole dried up months after being constructed.

We have a waiting list of 40 communities prioritised
according to their acute water need. Khipiya
community was put towards the top of this list
not just because of their acute need but also
the dedication they had shown to the project by
raising £600, a staggering amount for such a small
community.
We can begin to appreciate what is involved
in raising this amount if we understand that
the average monthly household budget for the
community is £20.
This means that the community has raised the
equivalent of 30 months of one household’s budget.
This colossal effort is still only 6% of the total cost of
the £10,700 needed to complete this medium sized
project.
It took TASTE 5 months to raise the remaining
£10,100 you can imagine how long it would have
taken the community to raise the whole amount for
this project – forever!

The whole community, the leaders, women, men
and children were involved in the successful
completion of the project, particularly in the Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene workshop.
The Community’s ownership of the project was
agreed with the signing of the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) by the Community Leaders
at TASTE Office. The process was witnessed by the
WASH Committee (WASHCOM) Chair, the Women’s
Group leader and 2 community members.
The community had no option but to go back to
their original source of water – the local river.
The community’s return to using the river as the
source of its water supply resulted inevitably in
the increase in illness associated with water-borne
diseases.
The Community turned to TASTE for help.

The signing of the MoU paved the way for the
drilling of the borehole and the installation of a
0.5hp inter-dap pump powered by solar system.
The borehole was drilled to a depth of 34m with the
pump being installed at a depth of 31m. The yield
at about 25l in 31 seconds puts the borehole in the
category “good”.

A 2-day workshop followed the completion of the
borehole involving a cross section of the community
including, men, women, young people, health
workers, traders and primary school teachers. A total
of 15 (10 male and 5 female) were trained.

On Tuesday 6 November 2018, the project was
completed, commissioned for use and was handed
over to the community.

They were trained on Water, Sanitation and Hygiene.
These trained Health Promoters (WASH Advocates)
have the responsibility of managing the water
sources in the community and raising awareness in
churches, schools and community meetings.

The key objectives achieved by the training include:
1. The training and equipping of Health Promoters
with knowledge and skills to effectively
disseminate hygiene messages in the community
2. The prevention and control of the spread of
diseases
3. The proper use and maintenance of Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene facilities
4. Providing the springboard for behavioural change
through Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS)
5. Provision and distribution of water filters and
buckets in primary schools and health centre.

The main aim of the Commissioning Service was
to praise God for the successful completion of the
project and to thank Him for The Trustees of Harry
Inman Charitable Trust, UK who approved the
funding for the project. The Chairman and Secretary
of TASTE Nigeria Trustees formally handed over the
borehole to the leadership of the community.
There then followed dancing by men and women
of the community in appreciation to God for the
provision of this source of clean drinking water.

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL FUNDING APPLICATION TO

THE STATES OF GUERNSEY BY ECORYS AN
We are thankful to God that our funding application to
The States of Guernsey for the funding round 2019 has
been successful. We started the project in March 2019
and hope to complete it the next 12 months.
The project worth a total of £39,976, will be carried out
in five communities which have not previously been
supported by TASTE and which do not have access to
clean water. These communities currently rely on
open sources of water which presents a high risk
in terms of the spread of water-borne diseases
through contamination.
Also these sources may not be available all
year round due to drought in the eightmonth long dry season. The five areas are
largely agricultural communities.

D TASTE
For four communities (Kabwir, Langkaku, Tasay
and Pungzai), none of which have existing access to
latrines or clean water, the following activities will
be funded through the project:
•

Construction of solar-powered motorised bore
holes. The funding will be used to construct
four boreholes (one in each community),
through providing capital expenditure for
materials, as well as specialist technical labour/
expertise. These boreholes will be drilled
using TASTE’S own drilling rig to a depth of
around 100m. Solar power will be installed to
mechanically draw water up to a tank, from
which inhabitants will be able to draw clean
water via a tap. Solar power is required
since hand-pumps are only effective to a
depth of approximately 30 meters;
•
A block of two latrines (one male,
one female) will be constructed in each of
the four communities, providing 8 latrines
overall where none presently exist;
•
A Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
(WASH) training will be delivered by TASTE’s
trained Sanitation Officer for up to 100
inhabitants within each community. This event
will explain the risks of using contaminated
water, provide training on safe hygiene
practices, explain the project/funding, and
outline responsibility for ongoing maintenance;

•

A Committee (WASHCOM) will be set up in
each community, comprising local people
(e.g. school staff) who were engaged with the
training event. The TASTE Sanitation Officer will
be responsible for spreading the message from
the training to local people through informal
networks with family and friends, and also
within village meetings etc.

•

20 WASH advocates will be appointed (5 from
each local community) and trained by the
TASTE Officer to be responsible for the ongoing
maintenance of the new facilities.

The fifth priority community is Miango town,
with 35,000 inhabitants and although a borehole
and latrine do exist in one part of the town (via
previous support from another agency), there are
large parts of the community which is unserved by
clean water.
The project will fund the extension of a pipeline
from the existing borehole tank and a standard
hand pump will be installed to provide access
to clean water in a currently unserved area. The
project will also provide a refresher WASH training
event in this community. Many people in this part
of the town would not have accessed previous
education and training, and this means the
intervention is accompanied by support to increase
awareness around appropriate sanitation practices.
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Ken was one of the six founding
Trustees of TASTE. He was
instrumental in shaping TASTE from a
fledging Christian charity with £10 in
its bank account and all assets fitting
neatly into a plastic carrier bag grow
to an established NGO.

Chair

Andy McMillen
Andy Bryce
Ibi Erekosima
Dan Walker
Patron

Ken and Kathryn will be very much
missed by all at TASTE especially at
the regular Trustees’ meetings where
their contributions helped lay the
foundation and shape the structure
and the direction of TASTE. They will
also be missed by our supporters
with whom they used to interact at
fundraising events.
We praise God for Ken and Kathryn
for their service to TASTE and
communities in Nigeria over the
years. We pray that the Lord will
continue to bless them as they serve
Him in other ways.
We always look forward to seeing
them at the various fundraising
events that take place during the year.
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The Charity has become one that has
now worked in over 300 communities
and has helped over 30,000
individuals in states across Nigeria.
Ken in his time as a Trustee has visited
communities that TASTE was working
in to see at first hand the life changing
impact our projects were having.

DATE
FOR
YOUR
DIARY

Nigerian Trustees
Chair

Ken and Kathryn stepped down
as TASTE Trustees at the end
of December 2018 after many
years of selfless, faithful
service.

Kathryn, although never quite
managed visits to Nigeria was no
less busy. She started her life with
TASTE as our Operations Officer,
a role she held for about 4 years.
Given her experience, knowledge of
and commitment to the aims and
objectives of TASTE, Kathryn was
invited onto the Board of Trustees.
She was appointed as a Trustee in
June 2006 and served in the role
faithfully until stepping down at the
end December 2018.
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