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Orphans from the City of Refuge Orphanage

WELCOME
AND HAPPY
NEW
YEAR!
We trust that you will find

much here to encourage you
to praise our God who is
ever faithful and ever sure,
who continues to use us,
as unworthy as we are in
blessing so many people in
communities across the great
country of Nigeria.

WHAT IS TASTE ABOUT?
TASTE is passionate about providing clean
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) to
rural Nigerian communities.
During 2019 TASTE targeted a number of orphanages to
support them with water and sanitation facilities. We
would like to encourage you by sharing some of those
that we have been able to help. But there are many more
orphanages crying out for help and we are actively looking
for funds to meet their needs.

HOUSE OF RECAB ORPHANAGE

JOS, PLATEAU STATE
House of Recab is home to
approximately 176 orphans and
vulnerable children, many of whom
are from the North East of Nigeria.
They are the ones who were able
to escape the insurgencies in the
region.
The management of House of Recab
visited our office in June 2018 to
hand deliver a letter asking for
support with water and sanitation
facilities.
Although the home has access to the
city water supply and a shallow well,
these did not provide enough water
to adequately meet the needs of the
orphanage. In addition there were
only 4 toilets at the time the request
was received.
Initial assessment at the orphanage
showed that an average of 44
orphans shared one toilet. Many
of the teenagers in the house make
the unenviable decision to use the
nearby bushes as a toilet. The main
reasons being the limited availability

and the unhygienic state of the
existing toilets. Sometimes they are
not used because there is no water
available to flush them.
Teenage girls are particularly badly
affected especially during their
menstrual cycle.
The Orphanage breeds fish and
grows vegetable in order to produce
their own food, with any surplus fish
and crop being sold to supplement
the orphanage’s limited income and
also to purchase water from the
city’s water board.
TASTE developed a budget with a
total of £10,572 to provide a solar
power motorised borehole and 5
additional toilets.
A total of £3,000 was raised through
funding application to a Bristol based
charitable Trust. We raised a further
£1,373 through the annual TASTY
Dessert fundraiser by our supporters
in the West Midlands.

However, even with this additional
income the funds were still not
adequate to carry out the entire
project.
Staff had to think creatively and
refurbished existing derelict
buildings within the orphanage
which were used for the toilets and
as tank stand for the new borehole
which was provided as part of the
project. The use of existing derelict
buildings provided significant cost
savings, however, £4,910 is still
required to complete the project.

What has changed?
The following objectives were achieved with the limited funds we were
able to raise:
•

A new 116m depth borehole to provide 10,000 litres of water to two
5,000 litre capacity tanks, one new and one existing.

•

Conversion of existing buildings to provide an additional 5 units of
toilets to supplement the existing 4 units.

•

Significant improvement of the courtyard surrounding the toilets by
constructing a link staircase.

•

Awareness education to about 200 people on the importance of
personal hygiene.

The limited funds have meant that we could not provide solar panels to
power the borehole. The borehole is current powered by electricity from
one of the city’s energy suppliers however the supply is intermittent which
affects supply of water from the borehole.

•

The orphanage now has access to
10,000 litres of water per day

•

An average of 20 people per toilet
(down from 44)

•

The orphanage is open defecation
free. No one uses the bushes
anymore for toilet!

•

The environment is no longer
polluted by human waste. This will
result in healthier environment and
reduction in the risk of infectious
diseases. The children are safer
health wise.

•

Increased knowledge and use
of water, sanitation and hygiene
practices among the children.

•

The provision of hygienic toilets
provides increase privacy and dignity
for the girls especially during their
menstrual cycle

Financial Cost (Summary)
Borehole drilling
Borehole accessories
and installations
5 units of toilets
Floor/waste control
TOTAL

£666
£473
£4,244
£280
£5,663

We need a further £4,910
to provide solar power
to ensure that the home
has constant supply
of water which is not
currently possible with
the intermittent electric
power supply.

We are thankful to God for the Bristol
based charitable trust and our friends in
the West Midlands for partnering with
us in this project.
TASTE is thankful to God also for Diamond
Drilling Company which agreed to drill
the borehole at a subsidised rate of £666
instead of £1,288 and hired labourers
who agreed to provide some free labour
or to subsidise their labour rates.

TRANSFER OF APPRORIATE SUSTAINABLE
TECHNOLOGY AND EXPERTISE (TASTE)
The City of Refuge Orphanage had an urgent need for clean drinking water due to the
increasing numbers of Internally Displaced Children (IDC) arriving in Jos, Plateau State.
A single well was the only available source of water. This was inadequate to meet the needs of these IDC and also
was by its nature inherently unsafe source for drinking water. Many people who had drunk from the well had
suffered from various illnesses particularly typhoid due to the contaminated water from the well. The medical bill
for treating these diseases was becoming a severe drain on the meagre finances of the home.
The Orphanage has now been
provided with:
•

a brand new kitchen

•

a solar powered borehole

•

5,000 litre tank - supplying
water to the Orphanage and the
neighbouring houses.

•

3,000 litre capacity tank installed near the newly built
kitchen to provide water mainly
for the kitchen but also easily
accessible for use by the rest of
the Orphanage.

•

access to 8,000 litres of clean
drinking water on a daily basis.

Although the original request from
YWAM was for a borehole; enough
funding became available for TASTE
to provide a borehole and 4 latrines
– the minimum we seek to deliver
with each of our projects. However,

the home already had good latrines
and we agreed to use the money
which would have been used for
latrines to provide a kitchen and a
store instead.
The Kitchen and store provide a
hygienic environment for cooking
food for the residents and is built
with smokeless stove technology
with a chimney that extracts all
smoke and fumes from the kitchen
to the outside. This will keep the
women cooking the meals healthy
and reduce illness due to smoke
inhalation.
The provision of the kitchen also
makes access to food easier for the
children as they can eat breakfast,
lunch and dinner in close proximity
to their classrooms.
The newly constructed borehole,
kitchen and store were dedicated in
June 2019 by Rev. Adamu Maga (one

of TASTE Nigeria Trustees). Jonathan
Makan (TASTE Programme Officer)
and Joy Michael Kurams of City of
Refuge officially commissioned the
borehole and the Kitchen/store
respectively. TASTE Nigeria Country
Director Mr. Yakubu Nuhu Chayi
formally handed over the project
to Mr. Michael Kurams the YWAM
Director.
We are thankful to God for our
supporters at the GoodTASTE
Fairtrade Shop in Sheffield and all
their customers for the donation of
£7,000 from the shop’s 2018 trading
profit. The remaining cost of the
project, £1,370 was sourced from
TASTE’s own unrestricted funds.

The City of Refuge Orphanage
The Orphanage was set up as a
result of the inflow of children
displaced from the Northeast.
The Northeast is a ministry ground
and a mission centre for YWAM
(Youth With a Mission). YWAM do
not usually provide orphanages,
but due to the pressing need, it
decided to make an exception
with the setting up of The City of
Refuge Orphanage.
The Orphanage is currently home
to 100 children and 30 adults
who are provided with shelter,
food, medical care, education and
vocational training.
The total cost of the project was
£8,370.

THE RAFIKI
ORPHANAGE

FUNDED BY ANDREW TAYLOR
X-CEL SUPERTURN, SHEFFIELD
The Rafiki orphanage situated in Ungwar
Rimi Bajju in Kaduna State is home to
orphans and vulnerable children from
different parts of Nigeria. It also provides
housing for widows who help care for
about 79 children at the orphanage.
The children are provided with a home and education
from preschool through to secondary school level.
There is also training in life skills when resources are
available. At the moment the home does not have its
full complement of children. This is because of limited
resources to support more children. The orphanage
has currently 42 female and 37 male residents plus 14
carers.
The Management at the Orphanage approached
TASTE with the request for us to provide them with
a borehole, latrines and a kitchen block. TASTE staff
carried out a fact finding visit to the orphanage to
access their needs. We were able to confirm that the
need was real and urgent.
During our visit we also discovered that the orphanage
comprised 12 buildings (only 9 are currently occupied)
with 2 toilets (Male and Female) in each, i.e. a total
of 24 toilets but none of which work so the children
go outside for toilet which means they have to go out
even at night and during heavy down pours in the rainy
season. We found this practice totally unacceptable
because of the significant safety and health risks it
exposes the children, not to mention the associated
indignity.
We are grateful to Andrew Taylor, the owner and
Director of X-Cel Superturn, a Sheffield based
manufacturing business. He has funded the full
£16,665.23 cost of the project and we are pleased to
say that the children now have water, toilets that work
and a new kitchen block – and all before Christmas.

Financial Financial

KABWIR, LANGKAKU, PUNGZAL,
The project commenced with a formal
notification of the communities of
the success of the funding application
to The States of Guernsey. The
communities were also told to mobilise
for a wider stakeholders’ consultation.

THE FACTS
•

4 solar powered motorised
boreholes provided with 5,000
litre capacity tank each

•

16 latrines provided

•

Water point extensions in Miango

•

100 community members were
trained on Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene (WASH), Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
Nutrition and Neglected Tropical
Diseases (NTDs)

During this initial stage of the project, a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between TASTE and each community
was drawn up. The communities
were asked to review the MoU and
give any input prior to signing it. The
local government authority of each
community was also informed of
the proposed project through their
respective Water and Sanitation
Department and invited to participate
with TASTE and the communities.
An advocacy visit timetable was then
drawn up and agreed by TASTE and each
of the communities (Kabwir, Langkaku,
Pungzal, Tassay and Miango). Wider
stakeholders’ meetings were organised
to help raise awareness of the project
and to seek the participation of each

knowledge gained during the meetings.
Following these meetings another
meeting focussing specifically on the
MoU was held to explain the roles and
responsibilities of the parties to the
project (TASTE and the communities)
in terms of the project. The MoU was
reviewed and the representatives of
the communities and TASTE signed it
to create a contract document that
will be used to achieve the objectives
of the project. The communities and
TASTE each received a copy of the
corresponding MoU for their files.
With the exception of Miango, four
communities (Kabwir, Langkaku,
Pungzal and Tassay) were visited by
our Geologist and a survey was carried
out to identify a suitable location for
the solar powered borehole in each
community. The Geologist produced
a written survey report for each
community with recommendation on
the most suitable location for each
borehole. These reports were shared
with each of the communities to explain

THE AIMS
•

Empower the communities

•

Strengthen development
initiatives and intervention
programmes

•

Improve wellbeing

•

Contribute to Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) 6 “Clean
Water and Sanitation”. - part of
the global strategy to bring clean
water and sanitation to everyone
everywhere by 2030.

community. The involvement of the
whole community is vital in ensuring the
success and sustainability of the project.
For each of the communities, the
stakeholders’ meetings were used to
explain the overall project objectives,
and to provide education on water,
sanitation and hygiene and their
importance for the health and wellbeing
of the community. Question and
answer sessions were also organised
to further strengthen and embed

to them why a particular location was
chosen. The consent of the entire
community stakeholders was obtained
for each of the four communities
before the drilling of the borehole could
commence.

TASSAY AND MIANGO COMMUNITIES PROJECT
DRILLING
The drilling team was mobilised to site after which the Pump Technician
and the solar energy Technicians arrived on site to install the solar panels
to provide power for the solar pumps.
The depths of the boreholes were based on the specifications of the
survey report and are detailed in the table below.

COMMUNITY
KABWIR
LANGKAKU
PUNGZAL
TASSAY

RECOMMENDED DEPTH
70 – 80 metres
60 – 70 metres
80 metres
60 – 70 metres

A total of 26 community members and leaders were
also trained on SDGs, WASH, NTDs and Nutrition.
These trained Health Promoters will supervise the
water collection points and carry out inspection of
houses on a monthly basis to encourage community
members on good hygiene practices by maintaining
ongoing awareness.

DEPTH DRILLED
100 metres
53 metres
80 metres
100 metres

The drilled boreholes in the communities showed good yield of water –
plentiful supply of water as confirmed by the Pump Testing. The Pump
Testing was also carried out to ascertain the most appropriate pump to
use for each borehole and also the optimum number of people each
borehole can serve in the course of each day.
Five thousand litre plastic tank mounted on fabricated steel column as
well as 4 Ventilated Improved Pit (VIP) latrines were provided in each of
the 4 communities.

MIANGO COMMUNITY
Miango community has 2 main boreholes, a 52,000 litre capacity metal
tank and a second of 20,000 litre capacity tank located at the centre of the
community. The high demand was causing friction among the community
members, as a lot of people need to collect water from these sources.
The decision was taken to increase the collection points served by these 2
boreholes to ease the supply problem and save time and most importantly to
increase access to clean water to majority of the community.
TASTE agreed to partner with the community to increase the water collection
points from 5 existing to 12. The agreement was with the understanding that
TASTE would supply the materials (funded by the States of Guernsey) while
the community provide the manual labour. The community cooperated so
much that the water collection points were increased from 5 to 21 with a
total of 38 additional taps. Some water collection points have 2 taps and
some 3. The main borehole (the 52,000 litre capacity) was also fitted with
solar panels to make power available to pump adequate water to reach more
community members. The community approached another aid agency which
funded the purchase and the installation of the solar panels. The community
further contributed to make available more materials not just labour as
earlier agreed on.

THE CHALLENGES
1.

The difficulties of getting the drilling rig to
Langkaku because of bad roads, delayed the
drilling in this community (Langkaku) in fact the
community had to repaired the roads before we
could bring in the rig.

2.

The increase in drilling charges because of the
difficulties with the poor road network to the
communities.

3.

The prices of goods and services continued to
fluctuates affecting the budget

4.

Some community members did not cooperate
and at the same time were discouraging
others from participating in the project. This is
because of an assumption that those who are in
charge are receiving some financial benefit. Also
some did not participate in the initial stages
because they did not believe that services like
these would be provided free of charge, that it
must be a scam.

AMANKPUNATO ACHI 20 YEAR WAIT FOR CLEAN
WATER AND SANITATION IS OVER!

The village’s need for water was
the catalyst for TASTE being
set up 20 years ago, but the
delivery of the project has been
hampered over the years by the
difficulty of accessing funding,
the depth to water bearing
strata (up to 220m in some
parts!) and logistics. The village
is over 12 hours by poor roads
from Jos, Plateau State where
TASTE is based.
You can imagine Ben’s (and
the Amankpunato Achi
community’s) joy when
he visited the village, with
daughter Sarah, to see the
project becoming a reality
thanks to TASTE’s Patron Dan
Walker. Dan raised £14,500
for us when he appeared
on Celebrity Catchphrase in
October.

Amankpunato Achi village is
now well on its way to getting
the promised 155m deep solar
powered borehole for clean
water, latrines and WASH
(Water, Sanitation and Hygiene)
education.
There is a network of pipes
taking water to several
strategically located water
points. This network will extend
to the community clinic about
a quartre of a mile away from
the borehole providing it with
a dedicated clean water supply
for the first time.

There is much excitement in
the village at finally getting
clean water, latrines and WASH
education. They still can’t
believe that
for a project
of this size,

ELI LIPDO
CALLED HOME
TO GLORY
We all at TASTE
want to send our
deepest and heartfelt
sympathy to TASTE Nigeria’s first leader,
Mark Lipdo following the death of his wife
Eli.
Eli, passed away peacefully in her sleep on
the night of 31 August /the morning of 1
September. We can praise God that she is
with her Lord and we know He gives and
takes away and we can accept His perfect
plan.
Please pray for Mark and their 3 children
(Kumi, Bethany and Ella) that the Lord will
strengthen and give all of them peace. Pray
that they may be encouraged until the Day
of the Lord.
“When the perishable has been clothed
with the imperishable, and the mortal with
immortality, then the saying that is written
will come true: Death has been swallowed
up in victory.”
– 1 Corinthians 15v54

they are only being asked to
contribute 10% (£1,450) as a
community.

Nigerian Trustees
Andrew Gwaivagmin
Chair

Rev Dachollom Datiri
Rev Ani Ekpo
Stephen Marah
Julie Anpe
Rev Adamu Maga
Dr Nantok Dami

UK Trustees
Suki Jandu
Chair

Speaking to one of the elderly
members of the community
who had not been expecting
this to happen in her life time
she said that God is “Ekwu
Eme” which means “He does
what He says”.
The project was substantially
completed at the end of
December in time for the
Centenary celebration for St
Mark’s Anglican Church, the
church that Ben attended as a
child.
We are thankful to God for His
faithfulness and to Dan Walker
for his stirling efforts in raising
such a huge amount for this
project.

Andy McMillen
Andy Bryce
Ibi Erekosima
Rob Coleman

(appointed January 2020)
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THANK YOU
PATRICK
MAREN
It was with heavy heart
that TASTE bade a fond
farewell to our long serving
staff and colleague Patrick Maren.
Patrick retired at the end of November after
15 years of faithful service to TASTE and
many communities across Nigeria. Patrick,
affectionately known as “Baba” - meaning
father, a term of endearment which shows
the respect and love that all have for him.
Patrick performed many different duties,
driver, Labourer, plumber’s mate always doing
them with calm composure. He was also a
good time keeper who always arrives on the
dot whatever the time of the day. Patrick
hopes to return to his village where he looks
forward to putting his good farming skills to
use breeding chickens and more importantly
to spending more time with family and
friends.
Please join us in praying for God’s rich
blessing on Patrick that his retirement will be
long and healthy. Well Done Baba!

Sunday Dung & Yohanna Buba
Labourers

Byencit Dala

Logistics Officer

UK Staff
Ben Udejiofo
Founder / CEO
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In November 2019 TASTE
CEO, Ben Udejiofo,
visited his home village
Amankpunato Achi in
Enugu State, Oji River
Local Government,
Nigeria.
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