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TUTUNG FARMING COMMUNITY GETS WATER

T

utung in Plateau state is a small
farming community with a population
of approximately 1, 600. The main
crops grown there include rice, maize,
groundnuts and millet. The community
has primary and secondary schools, a
mosque and a church. There is also an
old government health clinic that was
abandoned some time ago which a medical
practitioner has now turned into a private
clinic. There is a village head who oversees
the affairs of the community.
The main source of water in the
community is a local stream. A borehole,
funded by the community, had been drilled
but only worked for three months before
breaking down. The community called the
drillers back to fix the problem, some parts
of the borehole were removed and were
never replaced, so the borehole is still not
working.
According to the health practitioner, many
of the health issues that he deals with are
consistent with problems associated with
water borne diseases.

TASTE was approached by the community
for help. Tim Danchal (Team Co-ordinator),
Steve Sunday (Logistics) and Barnabas
(the community representative) visited
the community to assess the situation.
Following discussions with a cross section
of the people from the community the
Community’s need for clean water was
unequivocal. TASTE Nigeria submitted
a successful proposal to the Australia
High Commission for funding to provide
a sustainable source of clean drinking
water for the community. The proposal
comprised the establishment of a hygiene
education programme and the building of a
latrine.
Adequate quantity of safe clean water was
reached after drilling to a depth of 39m.
The community was delighted with the
borehole and the latrine, which were
built near to the community maternity
building on a piece of land donated by the
community. Cases of illnesses resulting from
waterborne diseases among the community
have, we are reliably informed, dropped as a

result of this project funded by the Australia
High Commission.
I was pleased to have been there to see
for myself various stages of the project.
The stage that will linger long in my mind
is the hygiene education programme. The
programme involves Grace (our facilitator)
working with Christian and Muslim women
teaching them about the dangers of having
a lack of proper latrines and clean water
supplies to their health and environment.
The aim of the programme is to improve
the lives of the community by helping
them to develop good sanitation facilities
and hygiene practices throughout the
community - enhancing knowledge and
understanding of Community Led Total
Sanitation (CLTS) in the fight against waterborne diseases.
(Continues on page 2...)
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The hygiene education workshop lasted over a
two day period and began with Grace meeting the Pastor of the COCIN church in the community
with whom she had been in telephone contact over several weeks prior to the visit. Although
the community is mainly Muslim, the Pastor is universally accepted as the contact person for the
community. The pastor gave us all a very warm welcome on behalf of the community. He expressed
his and his community’s gratitude to TASTE for our demonstration of the love of God in the practical
support we provide. The Pastor was responsible for informing the church, local Imam and the Principal
of the local secondary school of our visit. The Imam informed the Muslim community during their
Friday prayers. The Principal of the local Secondary school assembled the students for a water and
sanitation workshop and the students helped mobilise the community.

Following the workshop, the community resolved to implement the
following action plan:
•

To increase the use of latrines by the construction of household latrines in every house.

•

To give full support to the organisation in terms of project implementation and maintenance.

•

One of the village heads promised to cascade the training to his people.

•

The pastor undertook responsibility to teach his church members.

•

The school teachers also promised to take care of the school premises.

•

To increase supervision and encouragement of good hygiene and sanitation practices in the
community.

PROJECT EVALUATION – ANGWAN MANGU COMMUNITY,
BARKIN LADI, PLATEAU STATE, NIGERIA

Activities – what did TASTE
do?

What would the community be
like without TASTE?

In February 2013, TASTE was invited to the
Angwan Mangu community of Barkin Ladi
to deliver a water and sanitation workshop
and construct a borehole. This is a semi-rural
Christian community in a predominantly Muslim
area in Plateau State. This project was funded
by an organisation called MCC (no not the
Melbourne Cricket Club) at a cost of £3,500.

The local pastor, Revd Ezekiel Haruna described
what life was like in Angwan Mangu before
TASTE arrived. Prior to the borehole being
completed, the main source of water for the
village was provided by open wells. As these
were uncovered, the rain washed lots of
contaminated material into the wells rendering
the water unsafe to drink. People were forced
to drink this water nonetheless as there were
no alternatives. This led to the prevalence of
diseases such as typhoid, causing sickness and
diarrhoea, and numerous visits to the hospital
for local residents. The workshop revealed that
many people were going to the toilet on the
ground which was further contaminating the
water supply.

On 4 February 2013, TASTE’s Facilitator, Grace
Ogunniyi, visited the community to run a
workshop aimed at educating people about
water-borne diseases and the dangers of a
lack of proper latrines, and hence to provide a
‘trigger’ for behavioural change. The community
was encouraged to construct latrines and a
Water and Sanitation Committee (WASHCOM)
was formed to help the residents put their
learning into practice.
Following the workshop, TASTE commissioned a
hydrogeological survey to determine a suitable
site for a borehole. Our drilling team were
then mobilised to construct the borehole.
The borehole has a depth of approximately
35m metres and is operated by hand pump.
The project was completed and the borehole
commissioned on 23 February 2013.

If it were not for TASTE, Revd Ezekiel and the
village elders feel that Angwan Mangu would
have been overlooked by the Government
for help, due to politics and the prejudices
held against the community. As a Christian
organisation, TASTE believes that all people
are equal in the eyes of God and nobody is
overlooked. “It is God that has done this for us,”
says Revd Ezekiel.

Impact – what difference
has TASTE made to this
community?
Now that the community has access to clean
water at the centre of the village, the residents
no longer have to drink dirty water and already
their health is improving. Having taken part in
the water and sanitation workshop, the people
are also being mobilised to take responsibility
for their own health and wellbeing and have
already begun to construct latrines. Revd Ezekiel
wants to take things further, including setting up
a clinic in the village and having a shop that sells
basic medication. He feels that TASTE’s input
has provided the community with the first step
to development. As Angwan Mangu becomes a
more attractive place to live, “people will come to
the village,” he says and “one day this will no longer
be a village but a big town!”
Revd Ezekiel also claims that the TASTE project
has had a “one hundred percent spiritual impact”.
People recognise the miraculous providence of
God in enabling them to have clean water, and
they see it as a reward for their service to him
and that God has not forgotten them.
We also envisage longer term impacts that
the community should be able to enjoy if they
maintain the borehole and continue with safer
sanitation practices. These include:
•

Lower incidence of sickness and mortality,
leading to reduced human suffering and the
avoidance of lost productivity, due to missing
school or being unable to work.

•

Lighter workload for women and girls
enabling them to spend more time on other
things such as participating in education or
developing their farms and businesses.

•

Improved security due to people, particularly
women, not having to leave the village to
fetch water.

•

Improved spiritual and emotional wellbeing,
as the members of the community now feel
cared for and invested in, and are motivated
to continue their own development and add
to the blessings God has given them.

CASE STUDY – LARABA SAMUEL

O

n our visit to Angwan Mangu, we spoke to one of the
residents. Laraba Samuel lives in the village with her
husband and four children. She is responsible for collecting
water for her family. Before the borehole arrived, Laraba
had to walk for 30 minutes to collect water from the well.
However, this water was contaminated and this led to
occurrences of typhoid within her family.

Since TASTE completed the project, the quality of water
available for her to collect is much improved and she has
already seen improvements in the health of her children.
Having attended Grace’s workshop, Laraba is starting to put
this learning into practice and has begun digging a latrine for
her family to use.

OUR SUPPLY LINE THAT THE JOS RIOTS COULD NOT BREAK
“Valentine is not for your loved one alone (husband, wife or particular child
or person) but is is for love ones for those who have inspired you and love
you with full measure and also the people who have inspired you and showed
love (family, needy, broken hearted) Today is all is a display of different kind
of love May the love of God continue to be seen around you and your family
in Jesus name”.

O

ne of TASTE’s suppliers Mondico was
killed during one of the riots in Jos.
His first son, also called Mondico, who is
still in secondary school had to take on the
responsibility for his late father’s business. He
also has to take care of his siblings. Mondico
opens the shop after school everyday, but
routinely falls asleep in the shop because he
is, understandably, always tired.
TASTE has decided to support and
encourage Mondico and his siblings by
continuing to buy borehole materials from
him. This has made it easier for Mondico to
look after himself and his younger siblings.
TASTE is also encouraging him to pursue
good business ethics so that we can continue
to buy from him.
The boy has sent several text messages to
say how supportive TASTE has been to him
and his family in buying from him. Above the
picture of Mondico is one such unedited text:

RACE 4 WATER FUN RUN

T

he TASTE Annual Fun Run took
place on Saturday 6 July this year and
was sponsored by X-Cel Superturn
(proud supporters of TASTE). The company
brought approximately 25 runners
comprising of staff and their families in their
distinctive ‘Tommy Tap’ t-shirts. The owner
and Managing Director of X-Cel, Andrew
Taylor and his wife Sharon also took part.
TASTE’s Patron, BBC’s Dan Walker, the
Presenter of Football Focus took time out

of his busy schedule to take part in the Fun
Run.
150 runners of all ages covered three laps
of Weston Park & Crookes Valley Park in
Sheffield. Some ran, others jogged, many
walked, a few pushed buggies or led their
dogs. It was a real family affair.
The day was the hottest on record for
TASTE 5k Fun Run and extra water had to
be laid on to keep runners cool during the

race. The race was won by James Udejiofo
aged 15, who completed the course in
18 minutes with Dan Walker finishing a
credible 5th.
The event is expected to raise about
£3,500 and the time of going to press the
total collected had reached £2,500.
(READ MORE ABOUT X-CEL SUPERTURN ON PAGE 8).

TASTE Fundraising

E

very story in the life and work of TASTE has an indelible mark of God’s providence which encourages us so much
especially in the hardest of times. In this newsletter we only have space to share with you a small fraction of what the
Lord has done and continues to do through our supporters. We just want to say a huge THANK YOU to you, our
supporters, for standing with us and helping to bring clean life-changing water to many poor communities in Nigeria.
We are always pleased to receive support for our work. The exciting thing for us is that very often we do not know where
it will be coming from or when it will come, but all support is very much welcomed like this one that we received recently...

CRANLEIGH BAPTIST CHURCH (CBC), SURREY

S

ince this initial contact, the Youth Group at
CBC have held a Jumble Sale and a Charity
Quiz Evening - which I was privileged to attend,
raising a total of £1,020 with more pledged.
So what have the Youth Group got from their
Fundraising activities? Apart from the satisfaction
of knowing that their hard work means that a
community ‘have clean and easy to access water’,
they’ve also...

“really enjoyed it and we’ve all really
grown as a youth group”.
I was really touched by the gesture by a little lad
called Patrick who came up to me with his mum
and handed me a bag of copper coins totalling 56p
for TASTE’s work in Nigeria.
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HOW TO HOST A SUCCESSFUL
’TASTY DESSERTS’ FUNDRAISER
1.

Get thinking of ideas and make lists
well in advance.

2.

Choose a time, date and suitable
venue.

3.

Buy copious amounts of cheap,
disposable plates, bowls, cups,cutlery,
napkins and tablecloths in the
colours of the Nigerian flag (if you
can find them!)

4.

Whisk up bountiful amounts of
bunting and a donation box, again in
colours of the Nigerian flag.

5.

Cajole willing friends into making
tasty puddings then pay for the
privilege of eating them! (Eat as much
as you want and make a donation as
large as you can.)

6.

Send out emails and invitations in
good time.

7.

Filch tables, chairs, teapots, kettles
etc. from any willing source - the
church kitchen is a good place to
start!

8.

Add 3 glamorous kitchen girls who
will decorate the venue, as well as
being decorative themselves.

9.

Beat in 2 handsome tea boys who
can blow up balloons.

TASTY DESSERT 2013

A

t a time when the economic
climate is causing people
everywhere to tighten their
financial belts, our friends in the
West Midlands at their Annual TASTY
DESSERTS Fundraising event seemed to
be loosening theirs...
A table ladened with Tasty Desserts, a
room, garden and house appropriately
decorated for the event and more
than 40 people, chatting and laughing in
between mouthfuls of Tasty treats and
£1224.34 trips off the tongue so easily
and belies the tremendous amount of
work that has gone into organising the
event.

However, ‘Thank You’ seems so
inadequate for the many hours spent
shopping, cooking/baking, inviting people,
welcoming and serving guests. But we
are truly thankful to Jan Lawrence and
Connie Doody for organising the event
and baking many of the Tasty Desserts for
the event. Also Beth & Michael Lawrence
and Sarah, James and Jess Udejiofo for
their hard work in welcoming and serving
guests.
What is the recipe for hosting a
successful TASTY DESSERTS I hear you
ask? Well, over to Connie & Jan, the
experts...

10. Sprinkle in enthusiasm, friendliness
and a passion for puddings.
11. Mix together with a dash of sunshine,
although rain works just as well!
12. Leave organisers to ‘sit’ in
comfortable chairs.
Result - £1224.34!

AN EVENING WITH JESSICA ENNIS

S

heffield Charity TASTE was part of a hugely successful night at
the Sheffield City Hall last November. The event, with Olympic
Gold medallist Jessica Ennis, raised thousands of pounds for TASTE
and the Children’s Hospital Charity in Sheffield, and was the brainchild of TASTE patron, and Football Focus presenter, Dan Walker.
“Jess and I are both patrons of another local charity and I wanted to try
something special to allow the people of Sheffield to say ‘thank you’ to her
for a spectacular show over the summer while at the same time raising
funds for TASTE and the Children’s Hospital” says Dan.
“TASTE and the Children’s Hospital were involved from the start and in
the end we managed to fill the City Hall, everyone had a great night and
we raised some serious dosh for some very worthy causes”.

TASTE (www.taste.org.uk) is a Christian charity that is trying to
make a difference in Nigeria but has its roots in Sheffield where TV
presenter Dan met the charity’s founder, Ben Udejiofo, 18 years ago.
Ben was 8 when his family escaped the violent Nigerian tribal wars
of the 1970’s and arrived in England where he studied at Sheffield
University. His home country, Nigeria, is rich in natural resources
but incapable of providing its people with the most basic human
rights including clean, fresh, drinking water.
Thousands of rural families have to walk miles to fetch water from a
muddy river. Sometimes they wait for hours for water to seep into
a dry river bed before it can be collected. TASTE has supporters all
over the UK and together they have made it possible to provide

Thank You! LAWSONS, DAF WILL
DO NICELY

S

[U.K.]

ince the demise of our beloved Fudge 2 years ago, we have
been looking for a replacement tanker to continue the vital
work of taking water to needy communities but also to double
up as a means of additional income for our projects. We called on
you our friends, who prayed, made donations and suggested possible
ways forward. We set up the Fudge Fund and applied to numerous
Trusts and Foundations some of whom gave grants. With all these
efforts we raised just over £7,000. However, the tanker was still
tantalisingly just out of our reach.
But we did not give up. We have learnt over the years not to give up.
We prayed harder and doubled our efforts of contacting friends who
we knew worked for firms with transport divisions.
We called a longstanding friend and supporter of TASTE, Terry
McAllister who works for Lawsons.
For the uninitiated, Lawsons, with their 15 branches, are the largest
independent Timber, Building & Fencing merchants in London and
the South East. They specialise in supplying Building Materials, Timber,
Fencing, Garden Buildings as well as Specialist Loft Conversion
materials - and now latterly DAF.
Terry called us a few days later and asked us to e-mail our request
to Simon Lawson. Simon, as well as being the Director, is the great
grandson of the founder of the firm. Following several e-mail
exchanges and telephone conversations, Simon undertook to
personally oversee the firm’s commitment to sourcing a truck for
TASTE. True to his word Simon sourced a 2004 DAF55.
I was in Nigeria when, a few days before I was due to travel back to
the UK, I got a call from David Harvey (Lawsons’ Group Transport
Manager) who broke the great news to me.
We would have shipped the vehicle to Nigeria by now but the
stainless steel tank which had been sourced for us by our friends at
Action Water had gone by the time we had got the truck. Were we
disappointed? We were initially, but in God’s providence it would
appear that we have a better solution. We can mount a removable
plastic tank of the capacity that we required on the truck. This means
we can remove the tank when it’s not needed and the truck can be
used to carry drilling consumables and tow our new compressor to
site.
We would like to say a big heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to Lawsons for
their generous, kind support.

teams in Nigeria with vehicles and equipment to dig boreholes
in the poorest and most remote communities.
“It’s amazing to see Ben’s passion at work” says Dan. “You can’t
help to be impressed by his enthusiasm and drive. Lots of people
say ‘I want to make a difference’ but Ben is one of those who really
means it - TASTE has already drilled more than 250 boreholes, and
provided clean water to over 30,000 individuals”.
With its expertise in engineering, health, and business Sheffield
has made the perfect base for TASTE and Ben is confident the
future is very bright for the charity he started in 1999.

B

BULROC SUPPORTS TASTE
Bulroc Hyper 41
D.T.H HAMMER

ulroc UK Ltd, a rock drilling equipment manufacturer is
another generous supporter we have gotten to know in
the last year.

TASTE was in desperate need of a down-the-hole (DTH)
rock hammer and turned to the Chesterfield based firm. The
firm donated a 4” Bulroc Hyper 41 DTH hammer and threw
in a button bit for good measure. The donation of these vital
drilling components is making a massive impact on the work of
TASTE among poor rural communities in Nigeria.
Bulroc’s Managing Director, Jonathon Hurt, said:

“Access to clean water is something most of us
take for granted.TASTE are doing a fantastic
job in Nigeria to bring drinking water to remote
communities and we are proud to be able to do
our bit to help such a great cause”.
We at TASTE are very grateful to Jonathon and Bulroc for
their generosity and look forward to strengthening this
relationship.

“It’s great to have Dan on
board and the event he
organised with Jess at the
City Hall has really given us
a massive boost in terms of
our visibility and profile. The
challenge now is to keep things
going and add to what we’ve
already done”.

X-CEL SUPERTURN

villages in Nigeria, Andrew found our work not only
very interesting, but also worthwhile and decided it
would be better to provide TASTE with new drill bits
instead.
This was way beyond our expectation as we would
have been happy with used drill bits, but to get new,
specially manufactured components means that we can
help a number of new communities and not have to
worry about scouring the states of Nigeria looking for
affordable second hand drill bits of reasonable quality.
One of the drill bits that we are being given would
typically drill 5-6 boreholes down to a minimum depth
of 30 metres in rock strata. Each borehole can provide
water for up to 2,000 people, so the three drills
already supplied by X-cel could help a minimum of
approximately 36,000 people.

M

any of our longstanding
supporters will no doubt be
asking. ‘who is X-Cel Superturn?
What do they do? Why have I not heard
of them before?’ These are legitimate
questions and deserve to be answered.
The answers show again the amazing
Providence of God.
About a year ago I was asked to
speak at a TearFund regional prayer
meeting at Totley Methodist Church.
There were about twelve people at
the meeting and at the end of the
meeting an elderly gentleman came up
to me and said ‘You should speak to
our Darren, he works for a Sheffield
firm that makes drilling tools’. He gave

me ‘our Darren’s’ number whom I
contacted, who gave me the contact
details of his boss. This was my first
introduction with Andrew Taylor and
X-Cel Superturn.
Andrew Taylor is the owner and
Managing Director of X-cel Superturn.
The company produces precision
machined components for the
petrochemical, power generation,
aerospace and construction industries
including down-the-hole drilling
components for the oil industry. I
asked Andrew whether he had any
used drill bits that he could donate to
TASTE. Once I had explained what the
charity was about and how we help

However, for Andrew, his wife Sharon and X-Cel
superturn this was not a one off involvement with
TASTE. Andrew, signalling his, Sharon’s and X-Cel’s
ongoing support for TASTE said “We all look forward to
further cementing our commitment to supporting Taste in
any which way we can, now and into the future”.
These were no idle words. Andrew, hearing the
problems that our team in Nigeria was having with
our one and only compressor, pledged to make up the
shortfall from the Fun Run to buy a new compressor.
On Wednesday 7 August 2013, Andrew walked into
our office in Hillsborough, Sheffield and handed TASTE
a cheque for £10,000. This will have a massive impact
in the lives of so many communities in Nigeria. Thank
You Andrew and X-Cel.

ECORYS LEEDS GETS TASTE OF CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
TASTE as one of the charities to support
on their volunteering day. Andy Bryce, a
Senior Research Manager at Ecorys and
also a trustee for TASTE, saw this as an
ideal opportunity for colleagues to become
better acquainted with TASTE and use the
team’s unique set of skills to make a real
contribution to TASTE’s work.

I

n June this year, TASTE was given
some free expert help from a group of
research consultants in Leeds, who put
together a slick proposal to bid for grant
funding for four new boreholes in Nigeria.
Ecorys is one of the leading economic and
social research consultancies in Europe.
As part of the company’s Corporate Social
Responsibility strategy, all UK staff were
offered the chance to spend one day as a
team volunteering for a good cause.
Staff in Ecorys’s Leeds office selected

TASTE CEO Ben came up to Leeds for the
day and led the team, consisting of Andy
alongside colleagues James Whitley and
Tim Fox (pictured), to write a proposal to
the Guernsey Overseas Aid Commission,
asking them to fund the construction of
four boreholes and ten toilets at the Dalo
Memorial High School near Jos.
This was a very enjoyable and worthwhile
day for everyone involved. Without the
free help from Ecorys, it is unlikely that
TASTE would have had the capacity to
submit a high quality bid within the required
timescales. Moreover, there was a lot of
enthusiasm on both sides to do this again in
the near future so hopefully this will be the

start of a long term partnership.
As for whether the bid for funds was
successful, we will have to wait until January
2014 to find out!

Contact
Ben Udejiofo (CEO)
TASTE
15 Hawthorn Road
Hillsborough
Sheffield
S6 4LG
tel: +44 114 2337617
mobile: +44 7737413772
e-mail: admin@taste.org.uk
web: www.taste.org.uk
twitter: @taste_safewater

