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Thanks so much for your
When you sit in the TASTE
office each day you inevitably
get a close-up picture of
what is going on. That’s not
always such a good thing;
you are usually the first to
realise when things are going
wrong!
But a real blessing to me is
being (usually) the first to
open the post and see the
cheques arrive. So I know
more than most how much we
have to thank our supporters
for. There are some who have
been supporting us since we
began and whom I’ve never
met - you are just a name.
But, trust me, I thank God
for you each time I open your
letter.

support

But then, being the main UK
employee, I also handle the
accounts and month after
month find myself checking
the same standing orders on
the bank statement. I could
win any TV quiz show if my
specialist topic was “the
monthly donations to the
TASTE account”! So, here
again, I am so aware of how
dependent we are on you.
But then, if you look at the
pie chart opposite, you’ll also
see how important church
groups are to us.

So perhaps the easy thing
is to thank God for you
all! Genuinely, without you
TASTE would not be serving
needy Nigerian communities.

Steve

What we did with your

money in Nigeria...
To bring things into line with
our accounting in Nigeria,
UK accounts this time cover
18 months. So in the period
between July 2009 and
December 2010, where did
the £131,000 sent to Nigeria
get used? Well, as you can
see, most of it went directly to
delivering projects. We spent
a large amount purchasing a
new rig and nearly all of the
rest went on wages for staff
who deliver our projects.

Project Costs
£18,500

Maintenance
£3,500

Rig Purchase
£95,000

Where the UK

money came from...

Standing Orders
£11,600

Gift Aid £3,800
For CEO Salary £5,300

Rig Loans
£73,000

Individual Gifts
£19,200

TASTE Bottles £2,600
Sponsored Events £6,000
Church Donations
£9,500

How we used it...
Printing 2%
International Travel 2%
Repayment Rig Loan 9%

CEO Salary 4%
Postage 1%

You don’t have to be a
mathematical genius to see
that nearly all of the money
you give to TASTE goes
to fund Nigerian projects.
If you recognise that loan
repayments are essentially
Nigerian expenses, around
90p of every £1 you give
goes straight to help Nigerian
communities.

Nigerian Operations
80%

Why do the Americans always
drive good cars?
There is, of course, not the
slightest tinge of envy or
covetousness in this headline.
Well, perhaps the tiniest bit!
But it is a question that is
designed to get you thinking.
You see, one reason why my
American peers in Christian
work in Africa have better cars
than TASTE is because of the
way tax breaks work in the US.
If an individual gives his used
vehicle to a registered charity,
it can count against his tax bill
with the Revenue. Up to 30%
of some-ones total tax bill can
be written off like this. So, if
you have a friend in a charity
who needs a replacement
vehicle and you are due to
trade-in your SUV, it’s far
more satisfying to donate the
vehicle and reduce your tax
bill at the same time. Sadly,
things don’t work in the same
way in the UK!

But many of us have friends
and family in the US...
and they have friends and
family... and work, church
and community groups to
which they belong. So it is
quite likely that, if we spread
the word effectively, we can
find that person who is going
to trade their SUV or pick up
this year. Then it is surely not
that hard to convince them to
support a great charity doing
outstanding work in Africa?
If you can pass the word,
we can make the necessary
arrangements in the States.
Just call Steve in Sheffield and
he’ll handle everything.
And, because they drive on
the right, we won’t even have
to spend money on switching
the steering to the ‘wrong’
side!

Who’s
Who

?

Nigerian Trustees
Andrew Gwaivangmin (Chair)
Pastor Ani Ekpo
Julie Anpe
Pastor Dachollom Datiri
Pastor Adamu Maga
Stephen Marah

UK Trustees

Suki Jandu (Chair)
Ken & Kathryn Walze
Andy & Hazel Bryce
Ben Udejiofo (Founder)
Ibi Erekosima

Nigerian Staff

Tom Gata (Team Leader)
Yakubu Gyang (Finance)
Grace Ogunniyi (Facilitator)
Helen Yinallah (Admin)
Stephen Sunday (Logistics)
Agal Anfi (Driller)
James Elisha (Assistant Driller)
Jonathan Makan (Pump Tech)
Patrick Maren (Driver)
Nanpan Daspan (Driver)
Sunday Dung (Labourer)
Davou Zhi (Labourer)
Yohanna Buba (Labourer)

UK Staff

Steve Horton (CEO)
David Peat (Volunteer)
Heather Jones (Volunteer)

Connie & Jan’s
corner
Apologies for elevating these
two supporters to a position
above their true status. They
don’t really have their own
column. It’s just a feeble
attempt to ingratiate myself
with them to get an invite to
their next fundraiser.
You see Connie and Jan run
Tasty Desserts. Once a year,
they spend ages whipping
up amazing confections
and then invite friends to
their home to savour their
wares and to tell them about
TASTE. I can’t think of a
nicer way to raise £400. Can
you?

Fudge... sadly past his sell-by date
Our 2003 Fun Run had a
special guest... Fudge had
pride of place and all the funds
raised were to cover the cost
of shipping this Co-op tanker
to Jos.
Since then, Fudge has worked
tirelessly fetching and carrying
water. However, the cost
of repairs has become too
high and we have decided to
sell Fudge and purchase a
replacement.

With your help we are hoping
to find a 10,000L tanker
in Europe or USA (as they
drive on the left there are no
conversion costs). It needs to
have been used for water or
foodstuffs and we can handle
the shipping.
Please talk with your family
and friends and see if we can
work out where Fudge Mk2 is
hiding. Thank you.

This is just one inventive
way that supporters employ
to raise our profile and raise
our funds. We’ll support any
(legal) idea that you have and
will gladly provide literature
and display material.
Just get in touch ... and offer
me cake!

Got any spare B.A. miles?
Flying costs are increasing
dramatically these days. A
few years ago, a return flight
to Nigeria cost around £450.
Now we get precious little
change from £700.

The cost of a visa has also
risen alarmingly, doubling the
cost of a trip to Jos compared
with three years ago.

Consequently we are slowly
building our stash of Frequent
Flyer miles.
But we could do with more!

Our preferred route is with BA
as they fly out overnight and
we can go direct to the office,
arriving soon after 9:00am and
put in a decent day’s work.

If you have any Frequent Flier
miles that you are prepared to
donate, we’d willingly cover
the admin fee that BA charge!

Sorry to mention it but
too far away!

Can we encourage you to
consider ways in which you
could help TASTE during
Christmas this year?
Some people don’t send
Christmas cards but instead
donate to a charity. You
could even suggest that your
church, your family or your
workplace take this approach
and jointly donate to TASTE.
Some families have forgone
presents and donated what

they would have spent.
Others have asked friends
and family to send a gift to
TASTE, instead of to them.
If you would like to buy a
TASTE gift for a friend, we’d
like to suggest some blue
alkathene pipe! £8 buys a 3
metre length of pipe - and we
use, on average, 10 lengths
on a community borehole.

Happy Christmas!
And should you still need
to buy gifts, and you do so
online, please work with
TASTE and easyfundraising.

TASTE was registered

as a charity in the UK on
September 7 1999.
A key element of TASTE’s
work, as we engage with
local communities, churches,
missions,
NGOs,
Local
Government and individuals
is for TASTE to be seen to
work in a biblical way.
We aim to serve God with
our practical skills by doing
everything to His glory and in
ways that are different from
purely secular development
organisations.

Units 1 & 2 City Wharf
Nursery Street
Sheffield. S3 8GF

Tel
Email
Web

You purchase directly from
the retailer as you would
normally, but if you go first
to www.taste.org.uk and use
the link to the easyfundraising
site on our home page, that
takes you to the retailer, who
then pays us a percentage
of whatever you spend. And
there is no extra cost to
yourself.

TASTE was set up as
a result of the first hand
experience of one of the
Trustees, Ben Udejiofo, of
the hardship being suffered
by
ordinary
Nigerians
through the under-utilisation
of both human and mineral
resources and also the
constant request for help by
the people of Amankpunato
Achi, the village from where
Ben originates.
		

0114 273 7880
admin@taste.org.uk
www.taste.org.uk

We have still to help the
people in Achi but, in
the meantime, we have
established a base in Jos.
TASTE is active in three
areas of work:
• Constructing boreholes
• surveying services
• water delivery
Our
funding
comes
predominantly from our UK
supporters, be that groups
or individuals. However,
funding from within Nigeria is
a growing source of income.

CONTACT
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I know you haven’t had your
Summer holiday yet but we
need to think ahead!

Christmas is not

Reg Charity No.1077304

