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Barden Memorial Hospital funded by
Harry Inman Charitable Trust.

Hello and Welcome...
...to our 2018 Spring TASTE
newsletter. We aim to update
you several times a year with
our latest news and updates
on our projects.

Barnden Memorial Hospital
Water and Sanitation

Barnden Memorial Hospital is in Laranto a district in Jos North Local Government Area
(LGA), Plateau State. The Hospital, comprising 24 beds is owned by COCIN (Church of Christ
in Nations) Church. It was established in 1986 in memory of the founder of Vom Christian
Hospital Dr. Pieter W. Barnden.
The Hospital treats the general public, both
Christians and Muslims providing:
•

General surgery

•

Eye clinic and eye surgery

•

Family planning and Ante Natal care

•

General medical practice

•

Medical check ups

The commonly treated diseases include; malaria,
typhoid, diabetes and hypertension. The hospital
is strategic to Jos, being located in an area which is
often one of the flash points during inter-religious
violence.

It is often the first place that victims
are taken during outbreak of violence.
During his annual visit to Nigeria in December 2016
our CEO Ben Udejiofo was introduced to one of
the doctors from the hospital. The doctor asked for
support from TASTE with Water and Sanitation for
the hospital.
TASTE Nigeria staff assessed the needs of the
hospital and confirmed the need for a borehole for
the hospital and latrines for visitors - the hospital
already had latrines for in-patients.
TASTE UK Trustees approved the use of a grant of
£5,500 from the Harry Inman Charitable Trust and
agreed to provide the rest of the £1,050 of the
£6,550 cost of the project.

A geophysical survey indicated that drilling to
a depth of between 80-100m would ensure
sustainable supply of safe water to the hospital.
However, during the drilling the Hydrogeologist
recommended drilling to 115m depth. It was found
that at this depth the yield was so good that there
would be enough water to meet the hospital’s needs
and also the needs of the adjacent local community.
The location of the borehole is in close proximity
of the boundary wall of the hospital adjacent to
the public highway. This made it simple to supply
the community with water by connecting a water
pipe from the borehole tank to a tap fixed to public
side of the boundary wall. This established an
easily accessible water point for the use of the local
community.
Grundfos SQ 2-55 (1hp), a robust and low
maintenance pump was installed at the depth of
110m to pump water into two UPVC tanks (5,000
litres and 3,000 litres) mounted on a 5m high tank
stand.
The latrines were built on top of an existing disused
pit which had to be drained and accumulated debris
cleared out. The location of the latrines over existing
pits brought into use a derelict piece of land and
helped enhance the hospital environment.
The latrines comprised concrete blocks walls and
timber roof members and corrugated zinc coated
roofing sheets . The doors to the latrines are of steel
fabrication for security and durability. The walls are
plastered on the inside and rendered on the outside.
The external rendering protects the blockwork walls.

The render is in turn protected by
masonry paint which also makes the
whole structure aesthetically pleasing.
On Friday 29 September 2017, a
Commissioning/Thanksgiving Service
was held

to thank God for the safe
and successful completion of
the Project
and acknowledge with gratitude the
support of our funders, Harry Inman
Charitable Trust.
The Commissioning Service was taken
by Dr Obed Dashan, the Vice President
of COCIN church – the largest
Evangelical Church denomination in
Nigeria. The local Nigeria Television
Authority (NTA) covered the event.

The Plateau School for the Deaf
The Plateau School for the Deaf in Bassa,
Plateau State is about 15 km north of
the TASTE Nigeria Office. It is a boarding
school with a population of 600 students
comprising both boys and girls of age
ranging from 4-18 years.
The pupils at Bassa Deaf School are excluded from
main stream education where their peers are
educated because of their disability. This inequality
is further worsened by the lack of basic facilities of
water and light.

The school buildings are in very
poor state of repair with no doors or
windows to any of the buildings.

and light, by means of solar panels to the Boy’s
and Girl’s Dormitories. The project has had an
immediate impact as it has provides the school
with plentiful supply of safe drinking water.
The lit dormitories also mean that the students can
spend longer socialising even after dark.
The project, funded by the States of Guernsey, cost
£30,050 and was the result of a successful funding
application in collaboration with ECORYS Leeds.
Ecorys is one of the leading economic and social
research consultancies in Europe. As part of the
company’s Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Day,
some of their staff at the Leeds office gave a whole
day of their expertise worth approximately £2,000 in
fees free of charge.
The project although completed successfully, was
not without a few challenges.

completely destroyed during a
heavy rain storm.
The solar panels were replaced
and installed on freestanding
steel columns in a fenced off area.
However, shortly after the panels
were installed, thieves raided the
school, over powered and tied
up the night watchman and stole
the panels. However, we were
determined to provide light to
these vulnerable students.
We held several meetings with
our Consultant and agreed the
following measures to make future
theft of the panels more difficult:
•

•

The Principal told us that internal doors had
been fitted but the older students when they got
frustrated or angry took their frustration and anger
out on the doors smashing them beyond repair.
The students are profoundly deaf and mute so
communication is by means of lip reading and sign
language. As there is no electricity supply to the
school, when it gets dark at about 5pm the students
are not able to communicate so have to go to bed.
The lack of electricity also means that they have
not been able to use the school’s two motorised
boreholes for about 10 years.
TASTE has successfully completed a project at
the school to provide a sustainable water supply

•

The solar panels had been installed on the roof of
one of the boys’ dormitories. However, within a
week of the installation, the panels were blown off
and were irreparably damaged and the dormitory

•

Mount the panels on a
specifically fabricated steel
tower.
Mount the batteries and
inverters approximately
5m above ground level in a
weather proof steel cage with a
padlocked steel door. The keys
for the padlock would be kept
off site and released on a strict
signing out/in basis.
Install an intruder alarm with
a range of over 1km which
can be activated by any of the
staff members to alert the
neighbouring community.
Access to the panels and
the steel cage being further
restricted by having detachable
ladders which will be kept off
site and have a strict signing
out/in system.

The implementation of these
proposals has resulted in the
successful completion of getting
sustainable light to the boys’ and
girls’ dormitories.
Another development agency tried
but failed to restore the school’s
two motorised pump boreholes.
The Principal of the school asked
TASTE for help with a hand dug well
close to the dormitories instead.
Nengak Muru our Hydrogeologist
carried out a survey which
identified a water bearing aquifer

approximately 150m deep, too
deep for a hand dug well. We had
to resort to drilling a borehole.

The need for water was so
acute that during the pump
testing (before the pumps
were installed) members of
the school community were
queueing up to collect water.
A submersible pump was installed
to draw water from the deep
aquifer. The pump required a
power supply, however, finding a
suitable power source caused some
difficulties.
The borehole was located at the
point of optimum water source,
approximately 500m from the
location of the newly installed
solar panels. Although the solar
panels had adequate capacity to
power the borehole and laying a
500m length cable was possible,
this solution was rejected as the
excavation would have cut across a
cultivated farmland with maturing
crops.
As a temporary measure the new
borehole was connected to the
school’s generator. This was not an
ideal solution as the availability of
water to the school population was
now tied to the school’s generator
being kept in good repair and
constantly filled with diesel. We
were eventually able to connect
the borehole to the national grid.
A Philanthropist on hearing of
the School’s plight paid for this
connection.
On completion of the connection,
pipe work was laid across scrub
land to an existing overhead tank
and water was pumped from the
borehole to this tank.
The pumping continued late
into the night until the tank
was full, ready for the morning

rush. The overhead tank was in
turn connected by an existing
underground pipe work to a
water collection point near the
dormitories.
However, the morning following
the completion of the borehole,
the students discovered there
was no water. Jonathan Maran,
our Pump Technician, was sent
out to investigate. He discovered
that a section of an existing
underground pipe was damaged,
which he replaced. He also took
the opportunity to replace three
broken taps and for the first time in
a long time, the students were able
to use the water point.
Initial visits and some Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene
(WASH) education workshop
were delivered. However, our
Community Development Officer
Doris has no prior experience of
working with the deaf so a new
approach was required.
The school staff is working with
Doris to draw up a suitable and
accessible teaching resources for
the students. When the WASH
education workshop is carried out,
the students at Bassa School for
the Deaf will be equipped with
the same knowledge of good basic
hygiene practices as their peers in
the wider communities.
We are thankful to God for
the funding from the States of
Guernsey and the successful
collaboration with ECORYS Leeds
in the funding application. If you
work for an organisation with a
particular expertise why not give a
CSR Day to TASTE as ECORYS did.

"It's not (always) about
the Money, Money,
Money!"

Equal Rights Secondary School
Equal Rights Secondary School is a Catholic school located in Plateau State, Nigeria. It was
established in 1998. The school roll is currently 175 students comprising 93 girls and 82 boys,
of age between 11 and 18 years. The student population is made up of different Christian
denominations and Muslims.
The two major challenges faced by the school are
water and sanitation. The school currently has two
open wells. However, these are not adequate to
meet the needs of the school all year round.

Good TASTE Fair Trade shop, Sheffield heard about
the plight of the students and stepped in to help.
Good TASTE donated £5,609, the profit from its 2016
trading to fund a Water and Sanitation Project.

During the Dry Season there is water rationing with
one of the wells being locked to allow it to fill up.
The other well is used until it runs dry and is then
locked to allow it to recharge while the other is
unlocked and used. So there is constant switching
between the two wells to ensure the availability of
some water throughout the year.

The Project comprised:
•

Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Education
Workshop to teach the children the importance of
good basic sanitation and hygiene practices.

•

The construction of a borehole to provide
constant plentiful supply of water to the School.

The school also has three pit latrines shared by
students, staff and their families.

•

The construction of 4 Ventilated Improved Pit
(VIP) latrines

The boys have no bathrooms or latrines. They
shower in one of the rooms of a partially
completed building. They walk down to the school
to use the latrines or go into the open field to go
to toilet at night. The students are afraid to use the
school pit latrines which they deem unsafe.

Sister Christie, our main contact at the School
thanked TASTE for its support for the school in
providing it with safe and sustainable water supply.
She was also thankful for the health education that
the school community received during the WASH
Workshop. She said that they

The girls have only one bathroom. They have no
latrines in their dormitories so they, like the boys
walk down to the main school building to use
the latrines or else they use fields adjoining their
dormitories.

"now have better understanding of
the importance and the need for
good hygiene practice thanks to the
Workshop."

Meet our New
Country Director
Nuhu Yakubu Chayi is a single 34
years old from Miango in Plateau
State, North Central Nigeria. He
holds a BSc Honours Degree in
Sociology from Bingham University,
Karu, Nigeria.
Nuhu has in the last 11 years been
involved in the field of Development
Management, working mainly in the most
“fragile areas” of Nigeria in response to
HIV and AIDS, sexual violence, gender and
child protection issues.
In the last 4 years he has worked as a
consultant with the Evangelical Missionary
Society of ECWA (Evangelical Church
Winning All). In this important role
Nuhu was responsible for designing
interventions in the North East and North
Central Nigeria to respond to appalling
humanitarian crises.
He has also worked as a consultant to
major UK and European Aid Agencies.
Nuhu lists among his hobby, facilitating
learning, reading and travelling.
We are hoping that Nuhu will use his “love
of travelling and facilitating learning” to
pay us a visit and let you, our supporters,
learn first hand how the Lord is blessing
the work of TASTE in Nigeria.

Dates For Your Diary

TASTE Trustees
Nigerian Trustees
Andrew Gwaivagmin (Chair)
Rev Dachollom Datiri
Rev Ani Ekpo
Stephen Marah
Julie Anpe
Rev Adamu Maga
Dr Nantok Dami

Pop Up Restaurant Fundraising
Event - An Opera Dining Experience
(“Notte di canto e cibo!”
“Sing Night food”)
Monday 28 May 2018, 6.30pm
Mayfield Wesleyan Reformed
Church, Sheffield,
Tickets: £25 each, all profits to TASTE
ben@taste.org.uk

Sheffield Annual Fun Run
Saturday 12 May
The run will begin at 11am from
the Museum in Weston Park
opposite the Children’s Hospital.
Register in advance online at
www.taste.org.uk
Sadly, after some 16 years of Fun
Runs, this will be our last. The
main reasons are ever decreasing
numbers of runners and the total
money raised in sponsorship,
but we will be finding other
new, exciting ways for you to get
involved in TASTE. Watch this
space!

UK Trustees
Suki Jandu (Chair)
Ken Walze (Vice chair)
Andy McMillen
Andy Bryce
Kathryn Walze
Ibi Erekosima

TASTE Staff
Nigeria Staff
Nuhu Yakubu Chayi
(Country Director)
Tim Danchal
Doris Samuel (Community
Development Officer)
Dinatu Dami (Finance Officer)
Jonathan Makan
(Pump Technician)

TASTY DESSERTS
Wednesday 6 June
Our friends in the West Midlands
are busy preparing to host a very
delicious way to raise funds for
needy communities in Nigeria and
excite your TASTE-buds!

Patrick Maren (Driver)
Nanpan Daspan (Driver)
Sunday Dung (Labourer)
Yohanna Buba (Labourer)

UK Staff
Ben Udejiofo (Founder / CEO)
Dan Walker (Patron)

Contact

Design by hcbDesigns

North Wales Annual Fun Run
Saturday 28 April
The run will begin at 11am from
the Visitor Centre, Alyn Waters
Country Park in North Wales.
Register in advance online at
www.taste.org.uk

Ben Udejiofo (CEO)
TASTE
15 Hawthorn Road
Hillsborough
Sheffield. S6 4LG
Tel +44 114 2337617
Mobile +44 7737413772
Email admin@taste.org.uk
Web www.taste.org.uk
Twitter @taste_safewater
Charity Reg No 1077304

