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Borehole working again in Sho Village



Sho Village 
Water Project

Hello and Welcome...
...to our 2017 Spring TASTE 
newsletter. We aim to update 
you several times a year with 
our latest news and updates 
on our projects. 

Sho village is in Barkin Ladi Local 
Government Area (LGA), Plateau 
State, Nigeria - approx 51km 
south of Jos the state capital. 

The access road leading to the village 
was, until the end of 2015, very 
dangerous due to a constant ambush set 
by militants. During those days of unrest 
the only safe way of getting in and out 
was by military escort in an armoured 
vehicle.

The village had an existing borehole 
which had not been functioning for over 
seven years and because of the dangers 
of ambush, no drilling company was 
willing to go into the village to repair 
it. A drilling company that did actually 
go in to drill a new borehole had had to 
abandon the work due to threats from 
the militants. 

TASTE was approached by an 18 year 
old boy from the village for help. The 
boy had just completed his final year 
as a boarder at a school where TASTE 
was undertaking a Water and Sanitation 
Project. 

In the light of the security implications 
the situation was made a matter for 
prayer among our staff and supporters. 
The final decision was left to the staff 
who agreed that they would be happy 
to go into the community and help 
repair the broken down borehole and 
complete the aborted borehole. 

However, it was agreed that 
we would not use our own 
equipment and vehicles which 
have our name and logo on the 
sides. The concern was that the 
militants besieging Sho village 
might pass details about TASTE 
to other militants in relatively 
safer areas where military 
escort is not necessary, leaving 
our drilling team vulnerable. 

On our team’s arrival at the 
village the abandoned borehole 
was made functional relatively 
easily by installing a pump. 
Further investigation revealed 
that the second borehole 
needed to be deeper for it to 
function during the dry season. 
We learnt that during the worst 
periods of the troubles, many 
community members lost their 
lives because of excursions into 
the bush and going to the river 
to fetch water. TASTE therefore 
decided, in addition to the 
boreholes, to construct latrines 
for the community. 

Community workshops 
gathered information from the 
community, agreed locations 
for the new latrines and set up 
a WASHCOM (Water, Sanitation 
& Hygiene Committee), whose 
role is to ensure that the 
community puts into practice 

all the good basic hygiene 
practices learnt during the 
workshops. 

There has now been relative 
peace in the area for over 
a year. Our team there was 
able to mobilise and drill the 
additional borehole. 

The completion of this project 
has significantly increased 
access by the village to clean 
drinking water and has also 
afforded them greater safety as 
they will not have to leave the 
relative safety of the village in 
search of water or to go to the 
toilet. 

The Sho Village Project has 
been funded entirely by the 
£5,000 profit from the first year 
of trading by Good Taste - The 
Fairtrade Shop in Sheffield. 

A massive ‘Thank you’ goes to 
Rob & Jenny Coleman and their 
army of volunteers for their 
hard work over the year and for 
all those who have spent their 
hard earned money at the shop.

The shop is located in Broomhill 
on 195 Whitham Road, 
Sheffield, S10 2SN. Open 
Monday to Saturday from 10am 
to 5.30pm.

Dalo Memorial High School
Dalo Memorial High School is a rural school which at its height comprised approximately 800 
students, but over the years the troubles in the Plateau State has caused a significant decline 
in the student population. It is now approximately 400 and comprises many from some of the 
poorest areas of central Nigeria.

Dalo Memorial High School receives no direct 
funding from the government, meaning that its 
general infrastructure and facilities are extremely 
lacking. The school’s water supply is limited to 
one borehole and two open wells located within 
the school boundary. The students often end up 
queuing for their drinking water (thus reducing 
the amount of time spent in lessons) or even 
worse, drinking dirty water from the wells. 

On rare occasions the students venture beyond 
the school boundary to a local stream. This leaves 
the student in the situation where they end up 
drinking polluted water. Also there is the obvious 
danger they face by leaving the relative safety 
of the school compound and venturing into the 
bushes in this rural location. 

The States of Guernsey funded the entire £23,500 
cost of the recently completed Water and 
Sanitation project at the School. 

The project comprised the construction of four 
new water boreholes complete with submersible 
pumps used to pump water into the storage tanks 
mounted on steel towers and ten latrines. 

Doris Samuel, our Community Development 
Officer delivered Hygiene and Sanitation 
education to the school community. The school 
community was delighted with the project and 
was effusive in their gratitude. 

The principal on behalf of the whole school and 
the Board of Governors and the head Boy and 
head Girl on behalf of the pupils sent letters to 
express their gratitude.



Rahwol Chom Water and Sanitation Project
The Rahwol Chom Water and Sanitation Project provides a sustainable supply of clean 
water to the community of Rahwol Chom. 

Although there are two existing wells these are not sufficient to meet the needs of its population, 
particularly during the dry season when there are long queues. The problem of accessibility to clean 
water is further exacerbated as one of the wells dries up during the dry season. 

The total cost of the project, to provide and maintain two hand pumps was £11,750 and was funded 
jointly by Hilden Charitable Fund (£8,000) and Jephcott Charitable Trust (£3,750). 

The project achieved its core objectives of 
meeting the very basic needs of the community 
by providing: 

• a sustainable supply of clean water to the community, 
and the students at the nearby Plateau State Polytechnic, 
benefitting potentially over two thousand people.

 • community development outreach work, which took 
place at the church hall and was led by TASTE’s dedicated 
Community Development Officer. The Workshop sought 
to develop the community’s knowledge of basic hygiene 
and sanitation, in order to change behaviour, reduce 
waterborne illness and disease.

• basic sanitation in the form of the provision of 
five latrines, with the aim of reducing the spread of 
preventable disease. 

• a sustainable source of employment and disposable 
income for the community, by using local businesses in 
the construction and maintenance.

Five latrines and two hand pumps, 
within the community stops the 

common practice of wandering out in 
the dark to get water at one of the two 

wells or going to toilet in the open. 

The stages of the project comprised:

Water Sanitation Hygiene Workshop. The 
objectives of the WASH Workshop were: 

1. To eradicate open defecation.

2. To help the Community understand the 
root causes of water related diseases.

3. To ensure proper utilization of water 
sanitation facilities.

4. To form WASHCOM which will focus 
on encouraging sustained behavioral 
change through motivation and 
mobilization.

The Community learnt that the diseases 
caused by open defecation include: 

• Typhoid

• Hepatitis

• Dysentery

• Malaria

• Cholera

• Skin disease 

The WASHCOM will also ensure that good 
hygiene practices learned during the 
workshop are disseminated and adhered to 
by the whole Community

The Construction of the latrines

Following the completion of WASH Workshop and the setting 
up of the WASHCOM, the Committee embarked on its first task 
– finding a suitable site within the community to locate 3 of the 
5 latrines to be constructed. The other two had already been 
earmarked for the local primary school. 

The WASHCOM was unable to secure an appropriate piece of 
land so decided to construct the five latrines on lands given 
for the use of the local primary school as this is already under 
community ownership and accessible to all members of the 
community. The WASHCOM appointed a local mason to carry 
out the construction of the latrines. In keeping with the TASTE 
ethos of supporting the local businesses, the WASHCOM 
sourced building materials where possible from local traders at 
the local markets.

The latrines provided at the school are what are generally 
known as Ventilated Improved Pit (VIP) Latrines. Ventilated 
Improved Pit Latrines offer improved sanitation by eliminating 
flies and odour, through air circulation. The addition of a vent 
pipe draws air currents into the structure and through a squat 
hole. Odours rise through the vent pipe and disperse into the 
atmosphere. The structure of the latrine means that any flies 
attracted to the pit through the squat hole will try to escape by 
heading towards the strongest light source, which comes from 
the vent pipe. The flies’ exit is blocked by a wire mesh so the 
flies eventually die and fall back into the pit. 

The latrines were further improved by providing a shower area 
immediately outside the latrine cubicle. The construction of the 
latrines also incorporates a tank set in the ground. The tank, 
which is divided into two chambers, comprises concrete block 
walls and is  covered with reinforced in-situ concrete slab. One 
of the chambers is for solid waste and the other for effluent. 
The solid will be emptied periodically via the hatch in the slab. 
The walls of the effluent chamber are constructed such that 
the effluent can safely soak away into the surrounding subsoil. 

Drilling of the boreholes

Following the completion of the hydrogeophysical survey 
and the educational workshop our drilling team were 
mobilised. The boreholes were sunk at locations advised by 
our hydrogeologist, Nengak Muru within the parcels of land 
donated by the community. On completion of the drilling, our 
pump technician, Jonathan Makan, carried out the installation 
of the hand pumps  following successful pump tests.



In the summer of 2000 a young 
engineer, Andy McMillen, spent ten 
weeks in the community to gather first 
hand information on the needs of the 
people of Achi. This was the precursor 
to the commencement of TASTE’s Water 
and Sanitation Projects in Nigeria. 

Seventeen years on we are now finally 
ready to tackle this project which was 
one of the catalysts for the setting up of 
TASTE. 

Amankpunato Achi lies 35km south of 
Enugu, the State Capital of Enugu State 
and boasts a population of around 
40,000, together with vast amounts of 
undeveloped agricultural land. Water 
is a scarce resource with the nearest 
supply of drinking water a 5k round trip 
away from most homes. As is usual the 
women and children bear the brunt 
of water collection, with the children 
regularly making the trip in the morning 
and evening. They often make at least 
one additional trip during the dry 
season. 

This project will provide a ready 
access to clean water for the 
three communities that make up 
Amanpkunato Achi. The Project will 
result in better use of time, children 
being able to attend school instead of 
spending their time collecting water as 
is often the case. The communities will 
also enjoy improved health & hygiene, 
leading to an improved standard of 
living, reduction of poverty, disease and 
increased life expectancy. 

Two main streams, approximately 5km 
away from some parts of the three 
communities, serve the people of 
Amunkpunato Achi. The streams over 

the years have been reduced to a mere 
trickle as a result of constant landslips. 
The landslips, despite concerted efforts 
on the part of the community to stem 
them, have resulted in the final descent 
to the streams being very steep in 
parts. The descent is so steep  that it 
has become treacherous, especially 
when climbing back up with water. The 
streams are visited less often during 
the rainy season. Records show that 
incidence of water related illnesses 
increase over these periods. 

Visits to the streams during the dry 
seasons can be up to three times daily. 
The project will provide new boreholes 
with a submersible pumps and storage 
overhead tank. Latrines will also be 
provided in each community as part of 
the project. 

TASTE Community Development Officer 
will deliver Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH) Workshops to teach the 
communities the importance of good 
basic hygiene and sanitation practices. 
We will also facilitate the setting up by 
the communities of a Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene Committee (WASHCOM) 
which will ensure that the lessons from 
the Workshop are implemented. The 
WASHCOM will also choose a caretaker 
to maintain the facilities provided and 
decide the level of levy each family will 
pay for maintenance and the caretaker’s 
wage. The boreholes will then be used 
to provide the communities with a 
constant supply of safe water. 

The ready availability of safe drinking 
water and latrines will encourage good 
hygiene practices and behavioural 
change.

The Amankpunato Achi Project
TASTE was set up as a result of first hand experience of our CEO, Ben 
Udejiofo, of the hardship being suffered by ordinary Nigerians through 
the underutilisation of both human and natural resources and the 
constant requests for help by the people of Amunkpunato Achi. 

This is the village from where Ben originates.
There are no clean water sources in an area comprising 
six villages with a total population of 14,000. Our 
assessment revealed that on average people walk 6 miles 
(2 hours) per day to collect dirty water from a pond. 
There is also significant conflict for water, involving violent 
confrontation with nomadic herdsmen.

The project will provide 6 boreholes and 28 latrines 
to these communities in particularly poor rural part 
of the state. It will give 14,000 people clean water, 
providing lasting and sustainable benefits in terms of 
health, security, community cohesion and economic 
development. 

The success of this funding bid was due, to a large extent 
to our friends at ECORYS Leeds. They have each year over 
the last three years given over their Corporate Social 
Responsible (CSR) Day to putting together a successful 
funding bid each year to the States of Guernsey.

Volunteering with TASTE 
Is God calling you to serve him by working with 
TASTE? We’d particularly like to hear from you if you 
think you could serve as our Administration Manager.  

1.  Ensure the Christian Values of TASTE are 
implemented in all operational and fundraising work. 

2.  Promote the work of TASTE in the UK and thereby 
increase supporter base.

3.  Organise speaking engagements at churches, clubs, 
schools, businesses for the UK CEO.

4.  Identify potential funding sources within the UK and 
advise the TASTE UK CEO accordingly.

5.  Liaise with the UK CEO to enable projects and 
related operations to be funded successfully. 

6.  Engender positive working relationships with 
all stakeholders, including Christian churches, local 
communities, potential funders, European Union, 
Nigerian High Commission in London, suppliers, project 
partners including other NGOs within the UK, that 
contribute to project formulation and funding.

7.  Keep a daily journal of activity to facilitate reporting 
to the UK CEO and accountability.

8.  Liaise with the CEO to produce quarterly newsletters 
and to keep the website and social media platforms up 
to date.

Kadarko, here we come! 
TASTE is very pleased to let you, our supporters, 
know that we been awarded another substantial 
grant - £39,804 by the States of Guernsey to 
deliver a Water and Sanitation Project in six 
communities in Kadarko, Plateau State, Nigeria. 

We would like to say a huge “thank you” to them for 
their support, long may it continue.



Sheffield Annual Fun Run
Saturday 13 May
The run will begin at 11am from 
the Museum in Weston Park 
opposite the Children’s Hospital. 
Register in advance online at 
www.taste.org.uk

TASTE TRUSTEES
Nigerian Trustees
Andrew Gwaivagmin (Chair)
Rev Dachollom Datiri
Rev Ani Ekpo
Stephen Marah
Julie Anpe
Rev Adamu Maga
Dr Nantok Dami

UK Trustees
Suki Jandu (Chair)
Ken Walze (Vice chair)
Andy McMillen
Andy Bryce
Kathryn Walze
Ibi Erekosima

TASTE STAFF
Nigeria Staff
Tim Danchal (Team 
Co-ordinator)
Doris Samuel (Facilitator)
Dinatu Dami (Finance Officer)
Jonathan Makan (Pump 
Technician)
Patrick Maren (Driver)
Nanpan Daspan (Driver)
Sunday Dung (Labourer)
Davou Zhi (Labourer)
Yohanna Buba (Labourer)

UK Staff
Ben Udejiofo (Founder / CEO)
Patron Dan Walker 

 Contact
Ben Udejiofo (CEO) 
TASTE 
15 Hawthorn Road 
Hillsborough 
Sheffield. S6 4LG

Tel  +44 114 2337617
Mobile  +44 7737413772
Email  admin@taste.org.uk  
Web  www.taste.org.uk
Twitter  @taste_safewater

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

North Wales Annual Fun Run
Saturday 29 April
The run will begin at 11am from 
the Visitor Centre, Alyn Waters 
Country Park in North Wales.  
Register in advance online at 
www.taste.org.uk

Our friends at Good Taste - The Fair 
Trade Shop have just completed their 
second year of trading and were able 
to hand over £5,608.77 to TASTE 
Patron Dan Walker, the BBC Sports 
Presenter and Breakfast Television 
Host. Dan on receiving the cheque 
described Jenny and everyone at the 
shop as “...a bunch of stars”. 
The money has already been 
earmarked for a project at Equal Rights 
Secondary School. 

Equal Rights Secondary School is a 
Catholic school, established in 1998 in 
Plateau State, Nigeria. With a student 
population of 175 (93 girls and 82 
boys), aged between 11 and 18 years, 
the school attracts students from 
different Christian denominations and 
Muslims. The major challenge facing 
the school is water. Despite access 
to two wells, these do not meet the 
needs of its students and staff. 

During the dry season there is water 
rationing by one of the wells being 
locked to allow it to fill up. The other 
well is used until it runs dry and is then 

locked to allow it to recharge and the 
other is unlocked and used. So there 
is constant switching between the 
two wells to ensure the availability of 
water. The money from Good Taste will 
enable TASTE to provide a borehole 
which will ensure constant and 
plentiful supply of water to the school. 
4 latrines will also be constructed 
and a Water Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) Workshop will be delivered 
to teach the children the importance 
of good basic sanitation and hygiene. 
The provision of latrines will enhance 
the dignity of girls particularly and will 
encourage more of them to attend 
school. 

The project is due to be completed by 
the end of May 2017.

Stop Press!

H2O Cycle Ride 
Date TBC
One of our major fundraising events, 
the H2O Sponsored Cycle Challenge 
starts from a place beginning with 
‘H, and ends in a place beginning 
with ‘O’. If you are interested in 
taking part, please email Ben at 
ben@taste.org.uk

TASTY DESSERTS
Thursday 8 June
Our friends in the West Midlands 
are busy preparing to host a very 
delicious way to raise funds for 
needy communities in Nigeria and 
excite your TASTE-buds!
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